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1 . THE FOLLOWING IS PRESIDENT NAVON'S RESPONSE TO 
THE CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: DEAR PRESIDENT CARTER: 

I THANK YOU IN DEEPEST SINCERITY FOR YOUR CONGRATULATIONS 
UPON MY ACCESSION TO THE PRESIDENCY OF ISRAEL. 

LIKE ALL MY PEOPLE, I AM GRATEFULLY AWARE OF THE 
HISTORIC ROLE THE FRIENDSHIP OF THE UNITED STATES HAS 
PLAYED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REBORN COMMONWEALTH 
OF ISRAEL. WE ARE APPRECIATIVE, TOO, OF YOUR OWN CONCERN 
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WELFARE OF THIS REGION AND OF 
YOUR EFFORTS TOWARDS THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A JUST AND 
LASTING PEACE. FOR PEACE, YOU SURELY KNOW, IS ISRAEL'S 
MOST CHERISHED GOAL, AND ISRAEL TRUSTS THAT IN PEACE, AS 
YOU NOTED, IT MAY BE ABLE TO CONTRIBUTE FULLY TO THE 
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL LIFE OF ITS REGION AND PERHAPS 
OF THE WORLD. 
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IT IS TRULY MY HOPE THAT WE WILL MEET AND THAT 
THROUGH COOPERATION IT WILL BE GIVEN US TO FORGE EVEN 
CLOSER LINKS BETWEEN OUR PEOPLES AND GOVERNMENTS. 

SINCERELY, I. NAVON. 

END TEXT 

3. ORIGINAL BEING POUCHED TO NEA/IAI. 
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